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their midst a Father and his companion in need of all
things, having for house only their bark cabins, for
bed only the earth, for food only their own salma-
gundis. They look for no favor from the English
through the Jesuits' mediation. They have no
thought of coming to Kebec to trade, for they were
notified in the year 1646 that one or two Canoes
were enough for coming every year to renew the
alliances which they have with the new Christians of
saint Joseph. Consequently [i 11] they have no hope,
either as individuals or as a people, of reaping any
temporal advantage from the coming of our Fathers
to their country. It is God alone who has given
them the grace and strength to persevere so long in
acts of piety, without master, without teacher, and
without guide. It is he alone who makes them
receive with ardor the teachings that are given them.
It is he alone who plants deep in their hearts the
esteem and affection which they have for their
Father. It is he alone who makes them offer such
strong and unceasing resistance to the Demons of
whom I have just spoken, and who in truth ap-
peared unconquerable in a country where there are
no laws directed against Sorcerers, or against drunk-
enness, or against polygamy, or against enmities
and mortal hatreds. God is their sole and only law.
"Now judge," says the Father, "whether one can
forsake these peoples without forsaking Jesus Christ,
who earnestly prays, in their persons, to be rescued
from the danger of eternal destruction. Can one
leave as prey to the Demons so many persons, and
so many nations, each composed of ten or twelve
thousand souls, without [112] having compassion on
them? To leave them is to leave Jesus Christ; to


